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Social 

Grade VI I     

Lesson.  7 Tribes,  Nomads and set t led communit ies 

  

 
 

 

1. The Cher os wer e def eat ed in 1591 by: 

     a. Mahar ana Pr at ap      b. Raj a Man Singh   

 c. Amar  Singh             d. Pr it hvir aj  Chauhan   

2. The Ahoms t r ibes wer e migr at ed f r om: 

     a. I r an              b. Ar ab                  c. Myanmar                   d. China  

3. The 84 villages or  Chaur asi was f ur t her  subdivided int o: 

      a. Tanda              b. Bar hot s           c. Khel                         d. Clan  

4. The Gonds pr act ised: 

      a. Shif t ing cult ivat ion                  b. I nt ensive agr icult ur e  

    c. Subsist ence cult ivat ion            d. Plant at ion agr icult ur e  

5. Pr act ising syst em of  having many wives wer e called: 

     a. Polygamous            b. Swayamvar as c. J auhar  d. Bur anj i 

6. Ahom societ y was divided int o clans or : 

     a. Paiks                     b. Gar hs c. Khels d. Tanda 

7. Who assumed t he t it le of  Sangr am Shah? 

     a. Bir  Nar ain              b. Chaman Das c. Dalpat  d. Aman Das  

8. Paiks wer e t he: 

     a. Landlor ds            b. Nomads c. I t iner ant s  d. For ced labour   

9. Which t r ibes wer e inf luent ial in Punj ab in 13t h and 14 t h cent ur ies? 

     a. Khokhar             b. Ahoms c. Banj ar as d. Gonds 

10. The Ahoms wer e def eat ed by: 

     a. Mongols            b. Mughals c. Hunas d. Tomar as 

 

 I  Mult iple choice quest ions           
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11. Rani Dur gawat i r uled in which r egion: 

      a. Punj ab b. Ambar   c. Bikaner   d. Gar ha Kat anga  

1. (b) 2. (c) 3. (b) 4. (a) 5. (a) 6. (c) 7. (d) 8. (d) 9. (a) 10.(b) 11. (d) 

 

 

        

 

1. Khokhar  t r ibe was in. 

 a) Punj ab  b) Agr a  c) Har yana  d) none of  t hese 

2. The Cher o lived in. 

 a) Bihar   b) J har khand  c) Bot h a and b d) Odisha 

3. The Nagas ar e f ound in. 

 a) Nor t h-east   b) Sout h-east   c) West -east   d) none of  t hese 

4. Gonds ar e  r ef er r ed t o t heir  by language. 

 a) Hindi  b) Gondi  c) Mait hili  d) none of  t hese 

5. Ahoms belonged t o  

 a) Sout h-east  Asia b) Ar abia  c) Nor t h-east  Asia d) none of  t hese 

 

 

 

 

All r epeat ed 

i) Sib Singh was an impor t ant  r uler  of  t he 

 a) Ahoms b) Gonds c) Bhils d) Kolis 

  

 

 

 

 

1. a 2. c 3. a 4. b 5. a 

i. a 

 I I  Mult iple choice quest ions 

 I I I  Mult iple choice quest ions 
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1. Who pr escr ibed t he ‘ Var na’ r ules? 

 a) Ruler s b) J at is c) Br ahmanas d) No one 

2. Tr ibals obt ained t heir  livelihood  f r om: 

 a) hunt ing b) agr icult ur e c) her ding d) all of  t hese 

3. Which t r ibal gr oup est ablished a power f ul kingdom in Assam? 

 a) Mundas b) Ahoms c) Khokhar  d) Gonds 

4. The impor t ant  t r ibe of  Bihar  us 

 a) Mundas b) Ahoms c) Khokhar  d) Gonds 

5. Who used t he ser vices of  Banj ar as as t r ading nomads? 

 a) Alaudding Khalj i b) J ahangir  c) Bot h of  t hese d) None 

6. Who wer e known as t he r at hakar as? 

 a) Char iot  maker s b) Soldier s c) Br ahmanas d) Car pent er s 

7. How many unit s of  villages wer e called chaur asi? 

 a) 80 b) 84 c) 14 d) 24 

8. A division of  Gond kingdoms cont r olled by a par t icular  clan was t er med as 

 a) t anda b) clan c) gar h d) khel 

9. The main occupat ion of   Gond t r ibes was 

 a) t r ade b) agr icult ur e c) goldsmit h d) blacksmit h 

10. Who was Bir  Nar ain? 

 a) Ruler  of  Sind  b) Ruler  of  Punj ab  

 c) Son of  Rani Dur gawat i d) None of  t hese 

11. The Ahom t r ibes migr at ed f r om 

 a) I r an b) Ar ab c) Myanmar  d) China 

12. Paik ar e. 

 a) t he landlor ds  b) t he f or ced labour er s  

 c) people wander ing   d) clan in t he Ahom societ y 

1. c 2. d 3. b 4. a 5. c 6. a 7. b 8.c 9. b 10.c 11. c 12. b 

 

 

 

 I V Mult iple choice quest ions 
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1. The ________ pr escr ibed t he Var na r ules. 

2. Mundar s is an impor t ant  t r ibe of  ________. 

3. Rat hakar as wer e ___________. 

4. 84 unit s of  villages wer e called _______. 

5. Ahom t r ibe migr at ed f r om _________. 

    

 

 

1. The new cast es emer ging wit hin var nas wer e called  ___________ . 

2. ______ wer e hist or ical wor ks wr it t en by t he Ahoms. 

3. The _______ ment ions t hat  Gar ha Kat anga had 70,000 villages. 

4. As t r ibal st at es became bigger  and st r onger , t hey gave land gr ant s t o _____ and ______. 

5. Emer gence of  __________af f ect ed cast e syst em. 

6. Akbar ’s gener al was ________. 

 

 

 

 

 

i.  The Gond societ y changed a lot  when it  emer ged as a _______. 

ii. Sult an Alauddin Khalj i  used t he ________t o t r anspor t  gr ain t o t he cit y mar ket s 

iii. The lar ge t r ibe of  Bhils was spr ead acr oss _____ and ____ I ndia. 

iv. ______ r eceived  land gr ant s by t he  Gond kings and became mor e inf luent ial. 

v. The lar ge Gond t r ibe was divided int o many smaller _________. 

i. St at e ii.  Banj ar as iii. west er n,    

cent r al 

iv. Br ahmanas v) clans 

 

 

1. Br ahmanas  2. Bihar   3. Char iot -

maker s  

4. Chaur asi 5. Myanmar   

1. t r ibes 2. Bur anj is 3. Akbar nama 

4. Br ahmins and t emples 5. Bhakt i movement  6. Raj a Man Singh 

I  Fill in the Blanks 

I I  Fill in the Blanks 

I I I  Fill in the Blanks 
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1. The societ y was divided accor ding t o t he r ules of  ________. 

2. A lar ge number  of  ______ wer e f ound in t he pr esent  day st at e of  Chhat t isgar h. 

3. Nomadic past or alist s got  t he t hings t hey needed t hr ough _______ syst em. 

4. The Cher os wer e def eat ed by _________ in 1591. 

5.________ t he chief  of  t he Gakkhar s was made a noble by Akbar . 

6. Hist or ical wor ks called Bur anj is wer e wr it t en in ______ and Ahom language. 

 

1. Var na 2. Gonds 3. bar t er  4. Raj a Man   

Singh 

5. Kama, Khan 

Gakkar  

6. Assamese 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Bir  Nar ain 

 

a. Punj ab  

  

    2. Paik     b. AlauddinKhalj i and J ahangir  

3. Ahoms 

 

c. Son of  Rani Dur gawat i 

 

4. Khokhar   

 

d. Assam  

 

     5. Banj ar as as t r ading    e. For ced labour er s 

a. iii b. v c. i d. iv e. ii 

I  Mat ch the f ollowing  

I V Fill in the Blanks 
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1. b 2. c 3. f  4. a 5. e 6. d 7. j  8.i 9. h 10. g 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Gar h a. Khel 

2. Tanda b. chaur asi 

3. Labour er  c. car avan 

4. Clan d. Gar ha Kat anga 

5. Sib Singh e. Ahom st at e 

6. Dur gawat i f . paik 

7. Mat r imonial Alliances g. J at i 

8. Munda h. Nor t h-west  I ndia 

9. Balochis i. Bihar  

10. Var na syst em j . Raj put s and Mughals 

Column A Column B 

i. Rat hakar as a. Smaller  cast es 

ii. Bhuiyans b. Unit  of  84 villages 

iii. J at is c. Made up of  12 villages each 

iv. Chaur asi d. Landlor ds 

v. Bar hot s e. Char iot -maker s 

i)  e ii) d iii) a iv) b v) c 

I I  Mat ch the f ollowing  

I I I  Mat ch the f ollowing  
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1. Akbar  Nama ment ions t he Gond Kingdom of  Gar ha Kat anga t hat  had 70,000 villages. 

2. Ahom societ y was divided int o clans/ khels. 

3. Most  of  t he t r ibes kept  wr it t en r ecor ds. 

4. Rani Dur gawat i of  Gar ha Kat anga was widow of  Sangr am Shah. 

5. Banj ar a-car avans wer e called Tanda. 

1. Tr ue  2. Tr ue  3. False  4. False  5. Tr ue  

 

 

 

1. Tr ibal societ ies had  r ich or al t r adit ions. 

2. Ther e wer e no t r ibal communit ies in t he nor t h-west er n par t  of  t he subcont inent . 

3. The chaur asi in Gond st at es cont ained sever al cit ies. 

4. The Bhils lived in t he nor t h-east er n par t  of  t he subcont inent . 

5. Ar ghun was an impor t ant  t r ibe in Sindh. 

6. Past or al t r ibes r ear ed animals. 

 

Column A Column B 

1. Gaddi a. Cent r al-West er n I ndia 

2. Kolis b. Shepher d t r ibe 

3. Bhils c.  Maharasht r a - kar nat aka 

1. b 2. c 3. a 

1. Tr ue 2. False 3. False 4. False 5. Tr ue 6. Tr ue 

 I  True or False 

 I I  True or False 

I V Mat ch the f ollowing  
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i)  Gar ha  Kat anga was not  a ver y r ich st at e. 

ii) Rani Dur gawat i began t o r ule af t er  t he deat h of  her  husband, Dalpat . 

iii) The Ahom societ y encour aged t heat r e. 

iv) The Mughals def eat ed t he Gonds but  t hey could not  capt ur e any wealt h. 

v.) Many lar ge t r ibes lived in f or est s, hills, deser t s and places dif f icult  t o r each. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Tr ibes wer e not  divided int o numer ous unequal classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  On what  basis societ y was divided? 

   Societ y was divided accor ding t o t he r ules of  Var na, pr escr ibed by t he Br ahmanas. 

2.  Name any t wo t ribes which lived in the ext reme Sout h. 

 Vet ar s and Mar avar s ar e t he t r ibes which lived in t he ext r eme Sout h. 

3.  Who were Ahoms? 

   The Ahoms wer e t he impor t ant  t r ibal gr oup which est ablished a power f ul kingdom in 

Assam. They wer e def eat ed by t he Mughals. 

4.  Who were Gonds? 

  Gonds wer e t he t r ibal gr oup of  cent r al I ndia. 

5.  What  is the meaning of  Gondwana? 

 Gondwana means t he count r y inhabit ed by Gonds. 

6.  What  made Brahmanas more inf luent ial in the Gond Societ y? 

 The Gond r aj a began t o gr ant  land t o Br ahmanas. This made t hem inf luent ial. 

i.  False ii.  Tr ue iii.  Tr ue iv. False v. Tr ue 

i. Tr ue 

 Very Short  Answer Quest ions  

 I I I  True or False 

 I V True or False 
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7.  What  do you mean by ‘Paiks and Bhuiyans?’ 

 Paiks wer e t he labour er s who wer e f or ced t o wor k in Ahom st at e. Bhuiyans wer e t he 

landlor ds. 

8.  What  made Garha Katanga a rich st at e? 

  Gar ha Kat anga ear ned huge wealt h by t r apping and expor t ing wild elephant s t o ot her  

kingdoms. This made it  a r ich st at e. 

9.  What  are the main occupat ions of  Gonds? 

 They use or al t r adit ions and r ich cust oms of  t he t r ibal people t o wr it e t heir  hist or ies. 

 

 

 

 

1.  Writ e in brief  about  the f all of  Garha Kat anga.  

(i) Gar ha Kat anga was a r ich st at e and ear ned much wealt h by t r apping and expor t ing 

wild elephant s t o ot her  kingdoms. 

(ii) When t he Mughals def eat ed t he Gonds, t hey capt ur ed huge boot y of  pr ecious 

coins and elephant s. 

(iii) They annexed par t  of  t he kingdom and gr ant ed t he r est  t o Chandr a Shah, an 

uncle of  Bir  Nar ain. 

(iv) Despit e t he f all of  Gar ha Kat anga, t he Gond kingdoms sur vived f or  some t ime. 

(v) However , t hey became much weaker  and lat er  st r uggled unsuccessf ully against  

t he st r onger  Bundelas and Mar at has. 

2.  Ment ion in brief  the administ rat ive syst em of  t he Gonds.  

(i) The administ r at ive syst em of  t he Gonds kingdom was cent r alized. 

(ii) The kingdom was divided int o garhs. Each gar h was cont r olled by a par t icular  

Gond clan. 

(iii) This was again divided int o unit s of  84 villages called chaurasi. The chaur asi was 

subdivided int o barhot s which wer e made up of  12 villages each. 

 

 

Short  Answer Quest ions  
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3.  Ment ion t he changes which t ook place along wit h the rise of  t he Raj put s.  

(i) Along wit h t he r ise of  Raj put s, many t r ibes became par t  of  cast e syst em wit h t he 

help of  Br ahmanas. 

(ii) Only t he leading t r ibes could j oin t he r uling class. Maj or it y of  t hem j oined lower  

j at is. 

(iii) Var ious dominant  t r ibes of  Punj ab, Sind and Nor t h-West  Fr ont ier  adopt ed I slam 

and r ej ect ed t he cast e syst em. The unequal social or der  of  or t hodox Hinduism 

wasn’t  accept able t o t hem. 

4.  Describe the lif e of  nomads in brief .  

(i) Nomadic past or alist s moved over  long dist ances along wit h t heir  animals. 

(ii) They lived on milk and ot her  past or al pr oduct s. 

(iii) They also exchanged wool, ghee, et c. wit h set t led agr icult ur ist s, f or  gr ain, clot h, 

ut ensils and ot her  pr oduct s. 

(iv) They bought  and sold t hese goods as t hey moved f r om one place t o anot her . They 

car r ied t hem on t he back of  t heir  animals. 

5.  Why is less inf ormat ion available about  t ribes? 

Tr ibal people wer e f ound in almost  ever y r egion of  t he subcont inent . 

Cont empor ar y hist or ians and t r aveller s give lit t le inf or mat ion about  t he t r ibes because 

t he t r ibal people most ly did not  keep wr it t en r ecor ds. 

They pr eser ved t heir  cust oms and or al t r adit ions which wer e passed on f r om gener at ion 

t o gener at ion and t hese wer e used t o wr it e t heir  hist or ies. 
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1.  Writ e a det ailed not e on t he lif e of  t he Banjaras as described by the English 

t rader Pet er Mundy.  

The lif e of  Banj aras: 

Pet er  Mundy, an English t r ader  who came t o I ndia dur ing t he ear ly sevent eent h cent ur y, 

has descr ibed t he Banj ar as. 

(i) I n t he mor ning we met  a t anda of  Banj ar as wit h 14,000 oxen. 

(ii) They wer e all laden wit h gr ains such as wheat  and r ice. 

(iii) These Banj ar as car r y t heir  household, wives and childr en, along wit h t hem. 

One t anda consist s of  many f amilies. Their  way of  lif e is similar  t o t hat  of  

car r ier s who cont inuously t r avel f r om place t o place. They own t heir  oxen. They 

ar e somet imes hir ed by mer chant s. They buy gr ain wher e it  is cheaply available 

and car r y it  t o places wher e it  is cheaply available and car r y it  t o places wher e it  

is dear er . Fr om t her e, t hey again r eload t heir  oxen wit h anyt hing t hat  can be 

pr of it ably sold in ot her  places. 

(iv) I n a t anda t her e may be as many as 6 or  7 hundr ed per sons. 

They do not  t r avel mor e t han 6 or  7 miles a day t hat , t oo, in t he cool weat her . 

Af t er  unloading t heir  oxen, t hey t ur n t hem f r ee t o gr aze as t her e is enough land 

her e, and no one is t her e t o f or bid t hem. 

2.  Describe the Ahom Societ y in detail.  

(i) Almost  all adult  males ser ved in t he ar my dur ing war . 

(ii) They wer e also engaged in building dams, ir r igat ion syst em and ot her  public wor ks. 

(iii) The Ahoms also int r oduced new met hod of  r ice cult ivat ion. 

(iv) Ahom societ y was divided int o clans or  khels. 

(v) Ther e wer e ver y f ew cast es of  ar t isans, so t hey came f r om t he adj oining 

kingdoms. 

(vi) A khel of t en cont r olled sever al villages. 

(vii) The peasant  was given land by his village communit y. 

(viii) Even t he king could not  t ake it  away wit hout  t he communit y’s consent . 

(ix) I n t he beginning t he Ahoms wor shipped t heir  own t r ibal gods. 

Long Answer Quest ions  
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(x) Dur ing t he f ir st  half  of  t he sevent eent h cent ur y, t hey wer e inf luenced by 

Br ahmanas. Temples and Br ahmanas wer e gr ant ed land by t he king. I n t he r eign of  

Sib Singh (1714-1744), Hinduism became t heir  maj or  r eligion. 

(xi) The Ahom kings did not  complet ely give up t heir  t r adit ional belief s af t er  adopt ing 

Hinduism. 

(xii) Ahom societ y was ver y sophist icat ed. Poet s and scholar s wer e given land gr ant s. 

Theat r e was encour aged. I mpor t ant  wor ks of  Sanskr it  wer e t r anslat ed int o t he 

local languages. Hist or ical wor ks, known as bur anj is, wer e also wr it t en-f ir st  in t he 

Ahom language and t hen in Assamese. 

3.  Enlist  t he maj or f eat ures of  t he t ribal societ ies.   

Maj or  Feat ur es of  t he Tr ibal Societ ies: 

(i) Member s of  each t r ibe wer e unit ed by kinship bonds. 

(ii) Many t r ibes obt ained t heir  livelihood f r om agr icult ur e. 

(iii) Ot her s wer e hunt er -gat her er s or  her der s. 

(iv) Some t r ibes wer e nomadic and moved f r om one place t o anot her . 

(v) A t r ibal gr oup cont r olled land past ur es j oint ly, and divided t hese amongst  

households accor ding t o it s own r ules. 

(vi) Many lar ge t r ibes evolved in dif f er ent  par t s of  t he subcont inent . They usually 

lived in f or est s, hills, deser t s and places dif f icult  t o r each. Somet imes t hey 

clashed wit h t he mor e power f ul cast e-based societ ies. 

(vii) The t r ibes r et ained t heir  f r eedom and pr eser ved t heir  separ at e cult ur e. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


